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World Heritage Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan
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Sannai Maruyama Site
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TEL : 017-766-8282

Location
Sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Type and year of designation for protection
Designated as a special historic site in 2000

Years
ca. 3,900 BCE ~ ca. 2,200 BCE

About the Site

The Sannai Maruyama Site is a large hub settlement
site with features including pit dwellings, pillar
supported structures, graves, storage pits, ritual
earthen mounds and dumping grounds. Massive
amounts of pots and stone tools have been excavated,
as have been animal and plant remains, more than
2,000 clay figurines (the largest number recorded
at any site in Japan) and other artifacts. These finds
illustrate a livelihood and rituals and ceremonies
performed at that time.

For inquiries
Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center
TEL : +81 17 766 8282
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Largest Jomon settlement site
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=PALLERES  Entire view of the Sannai Maruyama Site

This archaeological site covers an area of 25 ha with the
archaeological remains of pit dwellings and pillar-supported
dwellings, pit graves, intentionally buried pots, human-made
mounds, storage pits, roads, and the remains of large-scale
structures.

A great amount of pottery and stone tools have been
unearthed here, including some 2,000 clay figurines (the
largest number recorded in Japan), animal and plant
remains, organic materials such as wooden objects, bones,
antler-made objects, baskets, and lacquerware as well as
materials traded from other places such as jade, obsidian,
and asphalt.

Analysis of pollen DNA etc. has revealed that Jomon people
nurtured artificial ecosystems made of useful trees such
as chestnut trees, walnut trees, and lacquer trees in the
surrounding areas of the settlement as a measure to sustain
their livelihood.



EARMWALS  Sannai Maruyama village
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Reconstructed pit
dwellings

The floors were made by digging
into the ground. There are the
hearths in the center. Up to now
more than 550 dwellings have
been discovered, and 15 have
been reconstructed.
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Remains of a large pillar-
supported structure

This is considered to have
been a rectangle structure
with six pillars. The holes for
the pillars in the ground have
both diameters and depths of
two meters which is larger in
scale compared to the remains
of other structures. All the
intervals between the pillars
are 4.2 meters.
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Reconstructed large pit
dwelling

The reconstructed house was from
the middle Jomon period, spanning a
length of 32 meters. Theories about
the usage of the house abound;
speculated usages include a place for
assembly, communal work center and
communal winter house.
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South mound

A large quantity of pottery and
stone implements, clay figurines
and jade jewelry were dumped to
form a hill two meters high over
1,000 years.
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Burial pit (adult's grave)

Adult corpses were interred
into graves dug in the ground.
Approximately 500 of such graves
have been discovered.
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Large flat clay figurine

(Important Cultural Property)

It is 32 centimeters long, the largest of the flat
clay figurines. The body was made flat. The head
was unearthed 90 meters away from the torso.
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North mound

Many pottery and stone implements
were thrown away together with
soil on the ground.

@Ry Ty b (EEX L)

ST 16MDINS IR T, #iRE E it ICHE
AIEBRIRHF CTIEO>TVET, KESP
EhhhabDEUTIE. £EETH—D
BDTI,

Jomon pochette

(Important Cultural Property)

A small bag, 16 centimeters long, was made
by "Ajiroami”, knitting bark lengthwise and
breadwise. This is the only example in Japan
which can be estimated the whole size and
shape.
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Large jade jewelry

Jewelry made with large jade beads was
popular during the Middle Jomon period.
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Archaeological excavations continue at the Sannai
Maruyama Site to unveil the entire picture of the settlement
site. There have been many important discoveries providing
clues to people’ s life in the Jomon period.
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SUEREEISIAS  On-site guided tour
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Archaeological excavations are open to the public from
July to September. Guided tours are also available. After
the archaeological excavation season ends, exhibitions and

seminars are held to explain about new discoveries and the
latest knowledge.

832{AB& Experiencing Jomon culture
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Lectures and events are organized at the site, so that
visitors can learn about Jomon culture in a participatory
manner: “San-maru Jomon Workshop™, “Gallery Talk™,
“Jomon Festival” , and so on.

EHPE(TFEA S| Bearchaeologists!  ITHA R IT interpretation tool
REOHBRZ CHEBPHEZ VRTIERBOLASDEK DT ZHE
HEBRUET, BCERT

Kids enjoy archaeological VR helps visitors experience

excavations and surveys at the what a village in the Jomon
real archaeological site. period was like.
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Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center
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This facility is the gateway to the Sannai Maruyama Site,
which is open to the public as a park where visitors can
“experience” what a village in the Jomon period was like.
At the San-maru Museum, excavated artifacts such as large
flat clay figurines are exhibited. Voluntary guides interpret
how life in the Jormon period was.
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As many as 1,700
excavated artifacts '3
are on display.
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Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2021
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HmiE - It DEETE L. ZvE. | IBREDBRDEHER The Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan serve as cultural heritage sites that

; 2 gmes - sepds attest to the livelihoods and spirituality of people who led a sedentary lifeway
FEYICRIA LBDTS, 1 HE LDz > THRE - @57 - KK based on hunting, fishing and gathering over a period of more than 10,000 years

EEUCARDEE LS Z LA DXLEETI o while sustainably using the bounties of nature from forests, the sea, and rivers.
i - SHE - 2FE . WHEECFEY DB DEZS D=1, They consist of 17 archaeological sites in Hokkaido, Aomori, lwate and Akita

prefectures dating from the Jomon period, including the remains of settlements,

AN E S =R} oy S s —~ =
e = burial areas, and stone circles where rituals and ceremonies were performed.



OAFLUTTIE

BHEVREDLE

=SB EH

<

S

<

Odai Yamamoto Site
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N B BEZER (TEL: 0174-31-1233)

Kanita, Sotogahama Town, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 2013
ca. 13,000 BCE

The Odai Yamamoto Site dates from soon after the beginning of the
Jomon period and attests to a change from mobile to sedentary
ways of life. Pots and stone arrowheads have been unearthed along
with stone tools showing the same characteristics as artifacts of
the preceding Paleolithic period. These pots date back more than
15,000 years, making them the earliest known pottery in Northeast
Asia.

Sotogahama Town Board of Education (TEL : +81 174 31 1233)
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Kitakogane-cho, Date City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1987

ca. 5,000 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Kitakogane Site is a settlement site accompanied by shell
mounds on a hill overlooking Uchiura Bay. The shell mounds
have yielded sea shells, fish bones, marine mammal bones, and
bone and antler tools. These finds attest to the fishing oriented
livelihood that was pursued to adapt to environmental changes
such as marine transgressions and regressions.

Kitakogane Site Information Center (TEL: +81 142 24 2122)

Date City Board of Education (TEL: +81 142 23 3331)
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Usujiri-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2011

ca. 7,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,000 BCE

The Kakinoshima Site is a settlement site on a terrace overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. In the settlement, an area of pit dwellings is set
apart from a burial area. Some graves have yielded clay tablets
imprinted with children’ s footprints that were used as burial
goods, attesting to the burial customs and spiritual culture unique
to this area.

Hakodate City Board of Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
ca. 4,000 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Tagoyano Site is a settlement site accompanied by shell
mounds facing what used to be Paleo Lake Jusanko, which
appeared during a marine transgression. The shell mounds have
ylelded large numbers of items including shells from Japanese
basket clams and other shellfishes, and implements made from
the bones of whales and dolphins, as well as unfinished bracelets
made of dog cockle shells. These finds attest to the livelihood
around an inland bay at that time.

Tsugaru City Board of Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Futatsumori Site
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[1] Kaizukaienomae, Shichinohe Town, Aomori Prefecture
@ Designated as a historic site in 1998
ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Futatsumori Site is a settlement site accompanied by large shell
mounds on a terrace located on the bank of Lake Ogawara along
the Pacific Ocean. It was found that the lower layers of the shell
mounds contain the shells of saltwater shellfishes and the upper
layers contain those of brackish shellfishes. These finds illustrate
how people lived in adaptation to environmental changes caused by
marine transgressions and regressions.

Shichinohe Town Board of Education (TEL: +81 176 58 5530)
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Ofune-cho, Hakodate City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 2001

ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Ofune Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. It includes pit dwellings, storage pits, graves
and artificial earthen mounds. From large ritual earthen mounds,
accumulations of large numbers of pots, stone tools and other
ritual implements have been unearthed. These finds demonstrate
that rituals and ceremonies were held here continually, over a long
period of time.

Hakodate City Board of Education (TEL: +81 138 21 3563)
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[1] sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture
@ Designated as a special historic site in 2000

ca. 3,900 BCE ~ ca. 2,200 BCE

The Sannai Maruyama Site is a large hub settlement site with
features including pit dwellings, pillar supported structures, graves,
storage pits, ritual earthen mounds and dumping grounds. Massive
amounts of pots and stone tools have been excavated, as have
been animal and plant remains, more than 2,000 clay figurines (the
largest number recorded at any site in Japan) and other artifacts.
These finds illustrate a livelihood and rituals and ceremonies
performed at that time.

Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center (TEL: +81 17 766 8282)
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...... |Wadate|Chm0he-|—own|Wateprefecture -
Designated as a historic site in 1993

ca. 2,500 BCE ~ ca. 2,000 BCE

The Goshono Site is a hub settlement site on a terrace along the
Mabechi River. At the center of the plateau here are graves and
ritual earthen mounds that were surrounded by residential areas.
From the site, pots, stone tools, clay figurines, animal bones, nuts
and other items have been unearthed, illustrating a livelihood and
spiritual culture of a river area.

Ichinohe Town Board of Education Goshono Jomon Museum
(TEL : +81 195 32 2652)
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Irie, Toyako Town, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1988 (Irie Site), 2002 (Takasago Burial Site)
ca. 1,800 BCE (Irie Site) ca. 1,000 BCE (Takasago Burial Site)
(Historic Site : ca. 3,500 BCE ~ ca. 800 BCE)

The Irie Site is a settlement site on a terrace overlooking Uchiura Bay.
It comprises an area of pit dwellings, a burial area and shell mounds. A
grave has yielded the bones of an adult affected by muscular atrophy.
The Takasago Burial Site is a cemetery site accompanied by shell mounds
on lowlands facing Uchiura Bay. Graves have yielded burial goods such as
clay figurines and other clay objects, in addition to human bones showing
traces of tooth extraction and those of a woman with an unborn baby.
Toyako Town Board of Education  (TEL: +81 142 74 3010)
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Isedotai Stone Circles

MERILR R
SEEMEE

2001 (FEpL13) F

foooal 2,000 FtE ~ #oiThl 1,700 5RtE

KENBES DERE EICITHT 2RI AZEHE T DRIE
B CY, BEES ULDOKLWVERTILARIC 4 DORKIIGA
BiEUCEEESN. TNo0AENSIE. B, 8L
R, B ITREREOKEEYHNLEICHELILTVEFT,
IMHETHEZS= (TEL: 0186-62-6618)

Wakigami, Kitaakita City, Akita Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 2001

ca. 2,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,700 BCE

The Isedotai Stone Circles are a ritual site that centers on stone
circles on a terrace near the Yoneshiro River. Four stone circles are
found close together at the terrace’ s northwestern edge, which
commands panoramic views. From the surrounding area, large
numbers of ritual implements have been unearthed, including clay
figurines and animal and bell-shaped clay objects.

Kitaakita City Board of Education (TEL:+81 186 62 6618)
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Komakino Stone Circle
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Nozawa, Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1995

ca. 2,000 BCE

The Komakino Stone Circle is a ritual site that centers on a stone
circle located on a plateau extending at the western foothills of
the Hakkoda Mountains. The stone circle consists of three rings
surrounded by stones that partly form a fourth ring. The whole
area is 55 meters in diameter. Large numbers of ritual implements,
including triangular stone plates, have been unearthed.

Aomori City Komakino Site Preservation Museum
(TEL: +81 17 757 8665)
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Oyu Stone Circles
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Towada, Kazuno City, Akita Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 1956
ca. 2,000 BCE ~ ca. 1,500 BCE

The Oyu Stone Circles is a ritual site that centers on stone circles
on a terrace along the Oyu River. It comprises the Manza Stone
Circle and the Nonakado Stone Circle, with each stone circle
consisting of two rings made up of river stone arrangements. Large
numbers of ritual implements have been unearthed around the
stone circles.

Oyu Stone Circles Museum, Kazuno City Board of Education

(TEL: +81 186 37 3822)
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Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles
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(TEL : 0123-24-4210)

Chuo, Chitose City, Hokkaido

Designated as a historic site in 1979

ca. 1,200 BCE

The Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles is a large cemetery site surrounded
by tall earthworks on a gentle slope overlooking the Ishikari Depression.
Earthwork burial circles were created by digging a circular pit and piling
the excavated earth around the pit in a ring, with several pit graves
inside. They attest to unique burial customs and a high degree of
spirituality

Chitose City Buried Cultural Properties Center

(TEL: +81 123 24 4210)
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Kamegaoka Burial Site
BREDN B HAIE
SEEMETE

1944 (BBF0119) &
#C7TAT 1,000 L8 ~ #CoThAT 400 LR
BERRICER NG T =8ICE U ARRGHEE
TY, Bith FICZHOENMERIN. ZORBEDEZHE,
S ([FEMEENFIATNE S LRZ(E U, RE TP
RSP ENLSHHT L. BRI CEMBHREZRLE T,
DH'2mHBEZER (TEL: 0173-49-1194)

Kizukuri, Tsugaru City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a historic site in 1944
ca. 1,000 BCE ~ ca. 400 BCE

The Kamegaoka Burial Site is a large cemetery site on what
used to be Paleo Lake Jusanko, which appeared during a marine
transgression. On the plateau here are many graves, and the boggy
lowlands of the area that surrounds the plateau have yielded
large numbers of artifacts, including lacquered pots and other
lacquerware items, as well as a large, artistic, goggle eyed clay
figurine. These finds attest to a complex spiritual culture at that
time.

Tsugaru City Board of Education (TEL: +81 173 49 1194)
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Omori Katsuyama Stone Ciecle
BARESLATIARR
SEIMERE

2012 (‘FRg24) &

#C7TA1 1,000 L8
SARUBODERE EICIIHYT 2 XKRRFRRINGZH DR
&I T, RRIGIE. L UAEOBIERIC77 &
DOHAZREEL CHREZEVTCVET ., BRIIERUZD
BN 5 [FRBRRERENAEICHT L TVET,
shlih#BEZSEw  (TEL: 0172-82-1642)

Omori, Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture
Designated as a special historic site in 2012
ca. 1,000 BCE

The Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle is a ritual site accompanied
by a large stone circle on a hill at the foot of Mt. Iwaki. The stone
circle was made by building a round mound on artificially leveled
ground and surrounding it with 77 stone assemblages. In and
around the stone circle, a large number of disc shaped stone
objects have been unearthed.

Hirosaki City Board of Education (TEL: +81 172 82 1642)
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Korekawa Site
SRR/ \FPrEll
EE
1957 (B8F132) &
#CITRT 4,000 FFt8 ~ #CTR1 400 FRtE
hE. —E5F. BHDO I DDEHNSRIET. BHTH.
PEEMI SRR ZHEDEETH Y, 188 B, 5P
PRBREDARER., REBY DG EDREEIHEL U, Tl
HICHITREEPRERIE@AUZILA T T,
P bt 9 —2) 18X EE
(TEL:0178-38-9511)

Korekawa, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

Designated as a historic site in 1957

ca. 4,000 BCE ~ ca. 400 BCE

The Korekawa Site consists of the Nakai, Ichioji and Hotta sites.
The Nakai Site is a settlement site with various facilities, where
pots, clay figurines, wooden artifacts (bows, fish spears, etc.) and
lacquerware items (lacquered combs, etc.) have been unearthed.
These finds illustrate a livelihood in a river area, as well as a high
degree of spirituality.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Choshichiyachi Site (associated site)
BRE/\FhisRg
SEEMEE 1981 (B8F156) £
#07TR1 6,000 LR
BERICTERSNICBRZRIDE UcEEE T, B
"old. BAVBRICEET 2/\YTUZIFUH, LED
BRPas. B0ALEZ L Uit OEERENH
T U, BRIOBFMTON TV EZLBAFET,
INFEBE Lt 5 —Z) | [#8SCEE

(TEL: 0178-38-9511)
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Kikyono, Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture

@ Designated as a historic site in 1981

ca. 6,000 BCE

The Choshichiyachi Site is a settlement site centering on a shell
mound that dates from a marine transgression period. From the
shell mound, large numbers of shells (from common Orient clams
and other warm water shellfishes), fish bones, and bone and antler
objects (fishhooks, harpoon heads, etc.) have been unearthed,
illustrating that fishing was actively practiced.

Korekawa Archaeological Institution (TEL: +81 178 38 9511)
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Washinoki Stone Circle (associated site)
1] JCHEERIE./ A
[ SeEMEE 2006 (¥ 18) £F
4C7TA1 2,000 €L
IBERAFRORIRIGZH SKIBEIN T, RIRIIG

(& FEREOEAZDLE L. ZONMIICHERKOIGH

TEISKY . BREIIMOIEEEETT . ZORMICEIT
=2 EDHY . BEOR/ENALZLAFE I,
HETHEZEEL (TEL: 01374-2-2186)

Washinoki-cho, Mori Town, Hokkaido
[M] Designated as a historic site in 2006
[MM ca. 2,000 BCE

m

The Washinoki Stone Circle is a ritual site accompanied by one of
the largest stone circles in Hokkaido. The stone circle consists of
double outer rings with an oval stone arrangement at the center. It
is approximately 37 meters in diameter. Near the stone circle is a

pit burial area, which illustrates spiritual culture at that time.
Mori Town Board of Education (TEL: +81 1374 2 2186)
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Official Websites

[HEEE - EERIED@BSGENEE] DZBEWOAT P A N>
MBERGE, FEULBR—AR—IZTELEE0,
Information on individual sites and events are available
online.

WFEE JLEE - LRI DESGENEE
https://jomon-japan.jp (B7:E/Japanese)
https://jomon-japan.jp/en (¥55/English)
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JOMON ARCHIVES

hyN=2/ 7/9Jb7—73/(7

FyXY41 JOMONKB<?
https://jomon-japan. jp/kids

Official English

ExEmEEO0 I~ —7

Logo of Jomon sites

ERZEBY LHICRIT. bmEsd
FEDfE =z, BXED/NT— 7&%&&3
%&DH/H%*@H/—C*L\—CU??O
rossaxErosgrigicaon (Dl
BIAREE U, %ﬁﬁé?&‘@%”l%amg JOMON JAPAN
DENDTZT—Y 3V TREULTVET,

FHAVDOEEGIC [#8X] OXF7Z. T8I [JOMON
JAPAN] ONXF7ZBEEUE Ufc. [JAPANI (& [ER] @
REBHIET,
The central figure in the logo represents Jomon
pottery as well as the map of northern Japan; the
vortex representing the 7sugaru strait symbolizes the
powerfulness of Jomon culture. The color is that of
pottery and lacquerware characteristic of this culture.
Darker areas mark the locations of the 17 Jomon sites.
The two Chinese characters signify Jomon (literally, “cord
pattern” ); “JOMON JAPAN" , short for the Jomon culture

of Japan, is also a reminder that natural lacquer known
today as japan in English dates back to this period.
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Sannai Maruyama Jomon Culture Center

FUFZEA  Visitor Information
OFFgEs S
9:00~18:00 6~9H. I=ITFVI1—7T
Open 9:00-18:00 from June to September and the “Golden Week”
holidays from the end of April to the early May
9:00~17:00 10~5H
Open 9:00-17:00 from October to May (excluding the “Golden Week™)
AZIFEEED 30 BHIE T
Entry is closed 30 minutes before the museum closing time
OfEEH
F4PEE BEDHGIFEE). FXRFE (128308~1818)
Closed on the fourth Monday. Closed from 30 December to 1 January
OAEER Admission
[BA] KA4ATOR B - KFE200 cpipaE DI ER
(@& (20 F)] RA330M B - AFE160H
Adults JPY410 (330) High school, university students 200 (160)
Children (incl. elementary and junior high school students): Free
() shows group discounts per person for parties of 20 or more.

ZEERA  Access

LBEHER A o
BRI RV s
Hokkaido Shinkansen Aomor Sightseeing
JTU—IEE Products Mansion
Aomori Ferry Terminal
ENTR JREFHR @ Bt
to Sotogahama Aomori Station Aomori Prefectual
Museum =g
EGIN:0] R @ @ torAsamushi
i i ki
oSkl A omori Station /n ONTT
N ESPRNy: -

Ou;Main;Line(Qu:honsen) kS J\EBEXE

= @ Chuo-Ohashi Hakkoda-Ohashi
— = - o .25
Aom < ZRAENEYI— e -
) Sannai Maruyama Jomon Aomori Railway~ &
] Culture Center o
(= e 2
@ O 2T 41788 Aomori Museum of Art . 2
2 =
e A %z
JEE AThietePark ]
om
m%m U oZ
E e o8
deg\\2 =
5@ 2 o2
= e @ Eaertlc
Bé Aomori Expressway Aomori Chuo I.C
4=
o - s
4 BB SEEE @
to Aomori Airport Prefectual Library Eaillzsy]
to Lake Towada
= = S
OJREFRNSETHI 205

20 minutes by car from JR Aomori Station (Ou-honsen Line)

Bama/\X [=AALETTE] T30

30 minutes by bus for Sannai-Maruyama Site

v ~bde)b— bNZRBRTEASTH 405

40 minutes by the shuttle bus “Nebutan-Go™ for Sannai-Maruyama Site
ORFBHRIMKVETHI 109

10 minutes by car from JR Shin-Aomori Station (7Tohoku Shinkansen Line)

> ~bde)b— hNZRBTEAS TH 205

20 minutes by the shuttle bus “Nebutan-Go™ for Sannai-Maruyama Site
OxItBEFEBEERICLIETHSD

5 minutes by car from Aomori IC on the 7ohoku Expressway

QERESHRM=AFAL 305

305 Aza-Maruyama, Sannai, Aomori City, Aomori Pref.
\N017-766-8282 +81 17 766 8282
Ahttps://sannaimaruyama.pref.aomori.jp/



